[ RS S SRS & SN
RECEN/ED Andd F1E7 &y

JEAS RS ROARD OF

T Y E ,
Division of Law VETE “””Pf*;CALé??%gmps
124 Hals ree Floor on this dafe ol j" £ (

Post Off @b

Newark, HNe ersey

Attorney for the State Board of
Veterinary Medical Examiners

Ey Clga E. Bradford
Deputy Attorney Gensral
[973) B548-24506

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVIZSION OF CONEUMER AFFAIRS
BOARD OF VETERINLRY MEDT XEMINEZRS
IN THE MATTER OF TEE LICENSE
OF :
Administrative Action
DAVID T. HELLER, V.M.D.
TO PRACTICE VETERINARY CONSENT ORDER
MEDICINE IN THE STRTE OF
NEW JERSEY
This matter was opened to the State Board of Veterinary
Medical Examiners ("Board") following the Board's review of a

consumer complaint filed by Bridgett and Angelo Cordero on or about

-

June 22, 2007, concerning the veterinary services rendered by the
eller, D.V.M., to their eicht (8) vear olid
male Shepherd mix, "Kennedy." The Corderos alleged that Dr. Heller

engaged in negligence, and failed to properly diagnose the dog’s
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The te Maple Shade Animal
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Hospital ("Maple Shade”) on May 31, 2007, where he was seen by

vomitling, anc not eating.

g IR T I S,
she found the bladder to

N s e B 3 - T
nd ordereaed blood tests. On June 1,
gined that Kennedy’ g blood

see 1f the medicatlon caused any Lmprovement. LZccording to the
complaint, that night Kennedy wag urinating klood, straining to
urinate, and nct eatinc. The owners called Dr. Heller, on June Z,
2007, and explained that Hennedvy locked worse and were told to
bring him in for x-ravs

n June 4, 2007 Fennedy was admitted to Maple Shade for
x-rays. Dr. Heller told the Cordesros, and the medical records note,
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mention in the record or to the owners of urinary tract stones. Dr.

platelet count returned to normal, and prescribed a course of

sucralfate and prednisone for one week. The respondent did not

recommend or periorm a catheterization c¢f the dog. According to the
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mplaint, when the Cordercs took Kennedy home the nigh
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relzyvea to D ierier, although ne aisputes This contention
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Further, on June 5th, Dr. Heller spoke to the owners but meintains
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that they never mentioned Kennedy was having difficulty urinating

instructed on how to adrinister subcocutaneous £

to the dog. Dr. Heller again asgserts that at no time did the

.
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Coroeros mention that Kennecy was nobt Ul
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© a receptionist, explaining that

Kennedy was still not urinating and was vomiting green fluid. Dr
Heller maintains that he never received this message and that none

f documented such a call. With Kennedy’s conditio

Py

of his sta

l
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worsening, the Corderos brought Kennedyv to Mt. Laurel Animal

Q.

Hospital (“Mt. Laurel”) on the same day. There, following a secon

X-ray, the owners were advised that the dog’s bladder had ruptured

and they were zreferred to Veterinary Surgical and Diagnostic
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good cause zhown;

. 4
ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ON THIS 31 D&Y

1 Dr. Heller is nereby assessed z civil penalcy,
pursuant o N.J.S5.2. £5:1-22/b), in the aggregats =zmount of

$2,500.00 consisting of: 1) $2,000.00 for engaging in repeated acts

ol negligence in viclation of N.J.3.2. 45:1-21(d); and $500.00 for
record keeping violations, contrary to N.J.S.A. 45 i-21(h} and
N.J.2.C 13:44-4.9 Payment for the civil penalty shall be

t

oL Veterinary Medical Examiners and shall be forwarded to Leslie Q.
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In the alternative, The regpondsasnt may pay the civil
penalty, fotaling §2,500.00 in equal installment pavments of
$104.090 for a total twenty-three (23] months The twenty-Ifourth
(24th) and final payment will total $108.00. The first payment

Any failure to make any installment payvment within
ten (10) dasys of the due date shall cause the entire remaining
balance to become immediately due and pavable without further
notice. Further, failure £o pav the psnaliy within the time period

aliottea above will regult in the filing ci a Certificate of Debt

Heller shall take and successfully complets, and
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provide the Board with proof of completion, & minimum of thirty
(30) credit hours of Board apprcoved courses of continuing education

3

within six () monthe of the date of this Crder. These credits
shall conesist of ten (10) credit hours in Radiclogy and twenty (20)
credit hours in Internal Medicine. All continuing education
courses taken by the resgpondent to fulfill this requirement shall

be RACE approved and have no affiliation with or be sponscred by

the Maple Shade Animal Hospital. Additionally, no continuing
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education credits completed in compliance with this Consent Order
may  bs  used to satisiy  the minimum  continuing  education
reguirements for any biennial renewal period
2 Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this
Consent Order or remit any and all pavments reguired by this Order
111 result in the filing of a certificate of debt and mav result
in subsequent disciplinary proceedings to comply with
an Crde E che Board
NEW JERSEY STATE BCARD OF
VETERINARY MELICZI EXAMINERS
By ; :
MRRK W. LOGEN, W v D,
President
I have read and understand
the within Consent Order
and agree to be bound by its
terms. Consent i1s hereby
given to the Board to snter

this Crder.
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paviD T. HELLER, V.M.D.

Consent
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DATED:

SEAN F. COLQUHOUM, ESQUIRE
Colguhoun and Cglguhoun

DATED:




